
Technology for Transparency

The role of technology and 
citizen media in promoting 

transparency, accountability, and 
civic participation





Not so revolutionary 
headlines!



Formerly:
★  Iran's Green Revolution
★  Ukraine's Orange Revolution
★  Kyrgyzstan's Tulip Revolution
★  Burma's Saffron Revolution
★  Moldova's Twitter Revolution
★  Lebanon's Cedar Revolution
★  Belarus' Jeans Revolution



Not as sexy, but ....



Tech for Transparency:
★ Parliamentary Monitoring

★ Freedom of Information Requests

★ Crime Mapping

★ Civic Complaint/Solution Platforms



transparency.globalvoicesonline.org informacioncivica.info

http://www.flickr.com/photos/atomicshark/3074620301
http://www.flickr.com/photos/atomicshark/3074620301
http://www.flickr.com/photos/atomicshark/3074620301
http://www.flickr.com/photos/atomicshark/3074620301


Parliamentary 
Monitoring



















FOI Portals



FOI Laws, Decrees, Proposals

http://gregmichener.com/Dissertation.html

https://www.infomex.org.mx
https://www.infomex.org.mx
https://www.infomex.org.mx
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Tlatelolco, 1968



https://www.infomex.org.mx

https://www.infomex.org.mx
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IFAI 2009 Annual Report
★ From 2003 - 2009, 500,000 FOI 
requests at federal level.

★ 12% increase in last year.

★More than half of the requests made by 
people between 20 - 39.

★97% solicited online.



Herramienta Periodística
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http://buscador.ifai.org.mx/
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“Telmex”

https://www.infomex.org.mx
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United Kingdom - 2000
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WhatDoTheyKnow.com
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WhatDoTheyKnow.com
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accesointeligente.org

https://www.infomex.org.mx
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https://github.com/sebbacon/alaveteli/wiki

https://www.infomex.org.mx
https://www.infomex.org.mx


Crime Mapping







Originally ChicagoCrime.org, 
2005



oakland.crimespotting.org



LAPD Partnered with LA Times



For Profit Crime Mapping



Latin America

★ 8% of the world's population

★ 40% of world's homicides

★ 66% of global kidnappings

Interamerican Commission on Human Rights Report, 2010

http://cidh.org/countryrep/Seguridad.eng/citizensecurity.toc.htm
http://cidh.org/countryrep/Seguridad.eng/citizensecurity.toc.htm


wikicrimes.org



delitosecuador.com



quenoteroben.pe



quieropaz.org



especiales.primerahora.com/mapaasesinatos



victeams.org



mapadelincuencial.org.mx



juarez.heroreports.org



citivox.com



blog.diegovalle.net



crimemapping2011.com



Civic Complaint/Solution 
Platforms



fixmystreet.com



seeclickfix.com



penangwatch.net



ishki.com



cidadedemocratica.org.br



propon.mx



Moving Forward:
★  Measuring impact
★  Measuring demand
★  Networking civic hackers & NGO’s
★  Visualizing/Communicating Data
★  Acknowledging good governance
★  More collaboration with journalism
★  Open data business models
★  Accountability/Answerability/Self-Gov



Thanks!

@oso
http://el-oso.net
oso@el-oso.net
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